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by Terri Parsell Hilmey
Making Preschool A Positive
Experience For Your Child

A Te you trying to decide whether to send your child
{ § to preschooi? Either because you’re returning to
4 B work. and you don’t think daycare is cutting it, or

because you're at home, but those precnous few hours sound

good? Well, don't feel g
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in primarily adult company
since birth, they will have lit-
tle idea how to play politely
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able to put into practice such
concepis as “wailing your
turn” or “‘sharing.”

If your child has a]ready
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the transition should be a little
bit easier. but there wiil stiii be
nervousness about a new

nlace with all nour taachere
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and all new children. Be pa-
tient, but aiso firm and brief.
As they say at my daughter’s
nreschool “A Quick nnndh\m
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is a Shorter Cry.”

A preschool will offer a
more structured environment
for your child if they’ve al-
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cause many daycare centers
have chiidren of different ages
playing together, activities
can’t always be geared toward

each child’s strengths and
abiiities. in preschooi, how-

i Ciiiid Wiii oS
rated into groups of children
who are the same age, and at
the same ievci of develop-
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ments, such as “song time,
“story time,” “nap time,
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ably don’t have at home.
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quality daycare centers offer
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exceiient Prescnooi or nursery
school programs within their

ceniers onenngs

Prescnooi is speciiicaily for
children hetween the ages of

2 1/2 and 5 or 6, while daycare
can accept children 6 weeks
to 12 years old.

Daycares care for children
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The Bottom Line: Quaiity
preschools, nursery schools
and daycare centers will offer
activities uGSlgl"lr:u o stimulate
vour child’s physical,

social, and cognitive
dn\lnlnnmnnt
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(716) 626-9039

CHILD CARE & PrescriooL (\% 8469 Sheridan Dr.
6 Weeks and Up S ¢ Williamsville 14221 -

Theme Rooms:
8¢ Library/Computer w Writing/Math 8¢ Science
wh Craft 8¢ Large Activity

Enrichment

(no additional charge)
» Tae Kwon-Do * Dance * Music * Theatre
* Spanish * Sign Language

AﬁerSdml&Summer % 1/2 Ade Fenced inTheme Park
Over290 SkillsTaught
www.countrypark.com

The Play And Learn School

At Temple Beth Zion
700 Sweet Home Road ® Amherst, NY 14226
716-8636-6565 * www.tbz.org

Early Childhood Education at its Finest

NOW ACCEPTING
PALS o 1CATIONS
FORSUMMER |
ANDFALL | vion s,
PROGRAMS | fraams

Providing Quality Clristian
Education for 165 years

OLY  NURSERY, PRESCHOOL,
HOST & KINDERGARTEN
THROUGH GRADE 8
Caring, well qualified staff
Small class sizes with big results

Nurturing, spacious and safe educational environment
Reasonable rates

Schedule a Tour & fion -

Mee, el the Informda
- taff Today! For More 11
Call 731-3030 o €maijl: g. principal@ iadelphia- net

HOLY GHOST LUTHERAN SCHOOL
6630 Luther St., Wheatfield, NY 14304 « 731-3030

Amherst Community
Y e, ‘ <) Church Child Care Center
coxsvicrs OPEN ENROLLMENT
All Day Childcare & Preschool
6 weeks -4 years
Nursery School & Creative Playgroup
2 and 3 year olds

Child Centered Classrooms
Large Indoor Playground * New Outdoor Playground
Degreed Teachers
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| 771 Washington Hwy., Amherst 834-9701 |

B Preschool Experience continued

In a preschool setting, you may be more likely to find teach-
ers who have actual training, rather than merely a certificate (and
some daycare centers don’t even require that of some of their
helpers). Preschools which are accredited by an outside organi-
zation such as the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC) must adhere to stricter quality stan-
dards, which should give you some peace of mind. And while
it’s great that your child will be interacting with other children,
and will be a part of a group, make sure that there are enough
teachers available so that your child will still be getting some
individual attention.

Choosing The Right Preschool

The first step in preschool success is choosing the preschool
that’s right for you and your child. Ideally, you would want to
spend a lot more time choosing your child’s new preschool than
you would choosing your next car. As one of your most precious
assets, your child deserves no less.

Some schools will insist that your child be potty-trained be-
fore beginning, so make sure you understand all the require-
ments of each school. One of the best ways to find out about a
good school is word-of-mouth. Ask other parents in any of your
social groups, or the charities you work for, or other working
parents you know. Take all of the second-hand information
you’'re hearing with a grain of salt, but if you start to hear great
things over and over again, or, on the contrary, bad things... the
evidence will start to mount, and you’ll know what’s right.
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Westminster Early -
Childhood Programs 5o}

724 Delaware Avenue , “;@om
Buffalo, New York 14209 ol el =] & AT
| 8849438 SR

_~“C ENROLLING NOW -

y\\n}\ FOR SUMMER CAMP!
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New program for 3-6 year olds
Half day & full day sessions available
& Call For Information!

ACCREDITED BY THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS NAEY(C

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 884-9438

’lgggedy PAnn & Andy

omprehensxve Bhild cCare “Center
Ages 6 weeks to 12 years

Universal
Pre-K Program

Professional, Nurturing Staff £
Bilingual Environment
60 Dingens Street, Buffalo PV
Near Downtown Off I-190
cCall 716-822-5037







