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Despite funding cuts,
area culturals
are determined
to survive and thrive.
Find out how
they plan to meet
the challenges ahe
PLUS:
Our writers pick

~ the hottest event
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2% ALSO: Superchef WOLFGANG Puck POLITICAL
Who'’s in the kitchen on ELMWOOD COVERAGE:
The Foodies FAKE a famous WNY dish Buffalo bloggers get
WINES of Beamsville Bench in Southern Ontario active online & offline.
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There’s a

lot more
creepy,
eerie, and
scary stuff
here you
ever wanted
to know
about.

WNY BLOGGERSﬁ GET ACTIVE.......... 32

Collaborate or
die. Sharing
resources to

64

open.

Fall
Previews:
The concert
season:
classical, rock,
jazz, and

more.
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It's all
happening
online.

How one prominent
' neighborhood activist is
making a difference.
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STATE OF THE ARTS......45

We have expanded our usual fall arts preview to
include commentary and interviews about how
Western New York arts organizations are surviving,
even thriving, as the local economy is, well, diving.
Spree writers spent the summer investigating

collaborations between organizations, innovative
strategies by private foundations, the future of arts
education, and other belt-tightening measures. But
it's not all serious stuff. We also profile some cool
local artists and artisans, highlight some hot arts
destinations, and preview the upcoming season.
And more.

By Bruce Adams, Catherine Berlin, Anthony Chase, Devon Dams-
O'Connor, Bruce Eaton, Ron Ehmbke, Donna Evans, Terré Hilmey, Lisa
Kane, Elizabeth Licata, Darwin McPherson, Jeannine Pitas,

Melissa Sandor, Chris Stucchio, and Joe Sweeney.

HAUNTED WESTERN
NEW YORK........cconucernnn 129

Is Western New York one of the scariest places in the
U.S.? Many ghost-watchers think so. As Halloween
approaches, we take a look at paranormal
phenomena across the region, and across the border,
including ghost sightings in Lewiston, Grand Island,
Hamberg, Blasdell, Allentown, Lockport, and Niagara-
on-the-Lake. We talk to both believers and unbelievers,
including our most well-known ghost expert, our most
well-known ghost skeptics, and a local psychic. Finally,
we reveal what happened at the Richardson Towers
séance.
By Bruce Adams, Nikki Drag, Mike Keenan, Jay Pawlowski,
Kathryn Radeff; Maria Scrrvans, Joe Sweeney, and James Williams.

| POLITICAL SCENE.......30

As important local elections near, Spree takes a look
at how the political discourse is influenced by
'\ Western New York citizen/activists. How are

local blogs affecting how we see issues and receive
news? Who are the most clicked-to bloggers? We also
include a detailed look at the accomplishments of one
of the most blogged-about local activists, Harvey Garrett.
Meanwhile, the Guy on the 13th Floor has more to
say on Erie County and Medicaid.
By Anna Hausmann, Elizabeth Licata, Dan Mica, and the Guy on
the 13th Floor.
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DR. JAMES A.
WILLIAMS,
BUFFALO’S NEW
PUBLIC SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENT,
~ CONTEMPLATES THE
ARTS—AND GETS
HIS CHESSBOARD
READY.
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Williams: “When you improve student achievement, people start feeling
good about their community and their school system. ... When you have a
good school system, your property values go up. When you have a good

school system, people will move into the city.”

NO PROGRAM LEFT BEHIND

Unfortunately, when school funding dries up, or a controversial school budget
doesn't pass, the athletic and arts programs are usually the first things to go. It's
a shame that these programs are considered so expendable, when it's obvious that
academically high-achieving children are nearly always involved in extra-curricular
in-school and after-school activities. In taking these programs away, something of the
life of the school, and the spark that keeps the fire of learning lit, also goes away. The
NEA notes that some of the removal of funding may be an unfortunate byproduect
of “No Child Left Behind.” Although arts education is specifically mentioned in
the program as being beneficial to a child’s education, there are no measurements
or tests given to rank improvements
in the area. The NCLB
Act demands “adequate
yearly progress” in only
a few areas, such as
reading and math, so
the funds the school has
available will naturally
be directed toward those
areas, even though
the act itself does not
encourage cuts in arts
and other cultural and
athletic programs.

The saddest part of the
problemis that NCLB was
meant to help most those
children who don’t have
the easiest access to a good
education. Students who
live in the Buffalo inner
city have less of a chance
at a good, safe, challenging
school than those who live
out in the suburbs—East
Aurora, Williamsville, Clarence, and Orchard Park, which traditionally acheive the
highest local rankings.

And the relationship between the arts and sciences is undeniable. According
to the Arts Education Partnership, students who participate in an arts education

seriously, takes children very seriously,
and takes teaching very seriously. And
that’s good, because he has some very
serious challenges ahead of him. He
faces forty elementary schools on the
national “needs improvement” watch
list. Under the NCLB Act, the school
system will be subject to “improvement,
corrective action, and restructuring
measures” if this problem is not
remedied. His plan is to get at least fifty
percent of those schools off the watch
list within his first two years. By doing
that, he will accomplish two things:
he will improve elementary education
tremendously, and he will also bring
some of the NCLB money back into
the school district, having
shown “adequate
yearly progress,”
and thus enabling
" 5 more improvements.
2 In my time with Dr.

Williams, he spoke at

length about “focus,”

and how important
it is to teach children
to control their minds
and concentrate on a
task, thereby teaching
problem-solving skills,
improving behavior,
and ultimately preparing them for
success. When asked specifically
about art’s relationship to teaching,
Dr. Williams said, “it prepares your
brain in a different way. And it helps
to pay
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